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Origin Clause restriction

Dear Customer

Kindly note that as per legal guidelines, we are not in a position to include an *Origin Clause’ on a
bill of lading or similar transport document.

Example: US origin, Made in Spain, Grown in Brazil, Manufactured in China etc

Origin clauses are not acceptable because while a carrier can certify the place of its receipt of the
goods, a carrier cannot certify the origin of goods received for carriage. “Origin” refers to the place
where the goods were produced, which could feasibly be at another place or in another country than
the place of receipt by the carrier.

The solution we are able to offer is as follows. We can add a clause in the bill of lading stating
“Attached hereto is Shipper’s certificate of good’s origin”. The shipper must then themselves issue
a document on their own letter head attaching it to the transport documents.

We remain at your kind disposal.

Best regards,

Customer Service Dpt.
Maersk
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